Jordan Journal of Economic Sciences, Volume 10, No.1, 2023

The Determinants of Female Unemployment and Participation in the Jordanian Labor

Market 1970-2017

Mays Hussein Momani, Abdel-Baset Athamneh™

Department of Economics, Faculty of Business, Yarmouk University, Jordan, ““abedalbaset@hotmail.com

Received: 12/11/2019
Revised: 6/1/2019
Accepted: 8/7/2021
Published: 1/1/2023

Citation: Momani, M. H. ., &
Athamneh, A.-B. . (2023). The
Determinants of Female
Unemployment and Participation in
the Jordanian Labor Market 1970-
2017. Jordan Journal of Economic
Sciences, 10(1), 54-65.
https://doi.org/10.35516/jjes.v10i1.846

EY MG MD

© 2023 DSR Publishers/ The University
of Jordan.

This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY-NC) license
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/b

y-nc/4.0/

Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to investigate the determinants of female unemployment rates
and female economic participation rates in the Jordanian labor market during the period
1970-2017.

Methods: To achieve the objectives of this study, both descriptive analysis and econometric
methods were adopted to investigate the determinants of economic participation and
unemployment for females, where the Auto Regressive Distribution Lag Model (ARDL)
was used.

Results: The study finds that female unemployment rates were positively affected by both
real GDP and the numbers of the female labor force. It also found that female economic
participation rates were positively affected by the average annual income and numbers of the
female labor force, but they were negatively affected by the volume of foreign direct
investment. The study concludes that there are many determinants affecting female
participation rates in the Jordanian labor market, most notably the occupational, sectoral,
educational, and demographic factors.

Conclusions: The study recommends taking all possible means to stimulate economic
growth, and thus create new job opportunities in the national economy. It also recommends
linking the incentives and exemptions granted to foreign investment to the employment of
Jordanians, especially females.

Keywords: Economic participation, Unemployment rates, Labor force, Jordanian labor
market, ARDL.
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