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Analysis of Some Aspects of Ancient Palmyra Society through Funerary
Art in the Roman Period

Ayat Abdelkader Mohamed Afifi*
ABSTRACT

The research sheds light on the importance of funerary art in identifying some
details of Palmyra society in the Roman period, due to the important
transformations that this period witnessed. It also identifys the intermixture
between the local style of funerary art and Roman art that influenced Palmyra’s
art at the time. This is achieved by analyzing funerary stelae scenes that have
been preserved in local and international museums, and comparing them with
their Roman counterparts. One notable result highlights the importance of
women in society and the different roles they played, whether housewives or
women of society. Palmyra’s artists were eager to depict the deceased’s work
by carving some tools indicative of it. Another result elicitates the economic
transformations that Palmyra society witnessed beginning in the second century
AD, by depicting the Palmyra women and men in full elegance, perhaps to
emphasize the prosperity that the Palmyra’s citizens had, due to the city’s
increased commercial activity and robust economy. Besides local identitiy,
Roman influence appeared in clothes, hairstyles of women and men, along with
the use of narrative style to portray the deceased with family members in
different dimensions, levels, or alone using the idea of Imagines Clipeatae.

Keywords: Funerary Sculpture, Palmyrene Sculpture, Roman Sculpture,
Palmyrene Stelae.

*Email: Ayatafifil@gmail.com, (Ayat Abdelkader Mohamed Afifi) Orcid number: https://orcid.org/0000-
0002-7856-4370, PhD in Greek-Roman Archeology and Studies, Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University,
Egypt; Assigned Instructor in the Department of Archeology and Excavation Sciences, Faculty of
Archaeology, Ain Shams University, Egypt.

Received on 31/1/2022 and accepted for publication on 28/5/2023.

_99_


mailto:Ayatafifi1@gmail.com

Al gabally jaladl)

P QLS Aalall Aingl) ygdia 1 3ded I il (dodil] sdandl) Lperil dodil §(2009) Lia o caanl

U= 67 g el QS alat) ¢ Blad e usell ELI L asdl lge s yias Lusi” ¢(1997) cpll et cBad
.30-7

23 b s ¢ Linbewe (LSl ¢ L 2525 4(2003) 20D Allag ¢liae ¢ )

cilaiy) agledl (273) ole Sn Glagslly e G Baalsadl B ¢(2008) Sl ls Gl ¢ Slal)
217-194 (o <16 g ¢l dnals

pslell SN jsels in ool) mlal) ae Llail) sl Ghad) DL’ ¢(2014) o s b o lial
402-385 42 20 & ¢ 1 mo el dnals (duileai

D3 i 2 g ol aaae ((1977) (21229/4626) gl dl ne ol Gled HLY) cgpanl)
« la

H Xz dgad 1anddll opall Bydiall HHlas ailiads duag 1 Aad)l —40)S8 4)lae 7(2009) dese L e
54-42 o 3 g 2 ma sl (L) bl HIS T

cDloall S A il g Al S Lo die dupell spjad 4 cinil] 56 4(2009) Lo Glasds Al gl
- s Sl (Olgla Aasla cdliaal) Gl LIS (Bygdia e olyeia Al

Gsdl) dlesl AV udadl :das ¢ ilag iy Jeailel] peael) 6 (gpseall ) ¢(1972) nds dena cg2)
Ao Laa¥) aglally laYl

D3 1 Ghal) (LY clddiCall lajgks 4kl gilds inlil) 6 dsgly el deada $(2012) 2aal (i
6 b cndyll

dilly de Ll (3iad 13 13ded ¢ Lusdj sei dShal dpeadf (355 (1991) [l «igrasn

Ao S Ay Al sl A e b Al Gedlall Buss 5e)8%4(2006) deae e cciladl)
A21-75 (= 5 g T g coupell (uplBU aled] 2la5Y)

Cspll la ol capall ¢ Auly Adn)l Aahy” Glane Al by 65857 (1986) Jaelend iy ¢ oallial
A8-5 a3 g <15 e cAulall 4l

Apad) o) e 18l sl midl) (S SV 2i€lY) o _paa $(1999) ilaas ¢(salual)

el GtV St ¢ ppall gl ST 4 ol Flag g SeE Gm e 74(2000) wadl desa ¢ Sl e
449-447 o 3 g 3 ze 3l

ol G lag sl saed] 8 pei 6 5L Djiliad) Clisaicll ¢(2014) e L) 2 o bdl) ae
- ran A SuY) dnals (Y DS Byphia e siale Al . Dblad Db cduis Vs Lilaal

2 L cAgmalad) Aiyeall )y (AuSu) (dandll ypeaed 6 cuse (2020) 2l lagh ae

-100-



2024 (1 334l (18 daal Jfﬂ',{:?l._‘;ﬂ:_:uﬂu [

i3S ¢l pasdl) ilog sl sl (ppemal] 5 owpadl sllel) ST (2000) sals S5 Crle ¢ asold
rgraall daska

cgpanl) dasha 1 A)SWY ¢ ilag ol Ciaill €(1990) was Bie c2sana

Conil) 8 Lliias kit A (g (greil) adinal) 8 8all Dl<a 7¢(2019) ild Jiliae cagadis L o SLall
A1 gn cdileail) aglelly oloY) Ao ¢ salel] Cileaally Crgasll (355 dnala dlas oy M) yemall Dia
T71-745 = 2 ¢

oralall Apaall Hlo A0Sy ¢l cppell Apl (A Ol (D) asm dena (Olyge

o) S 3 5l S Casiny ) an s ¢ gl Dualeal] plianll 5 §(1957) sidises ¢ \Sursa

.L_l';)bud\ J\A HEY-VLN cJ:.uj (‘:‘A‘J"l E\.A;)] ¢ yadd Jtﬂ ‘(1993) QJ.’_Q_) ¢dgg

-101-



REFERENCES

al-‘Abbadi, Mustafa (1999); Misr min al-Iskandar al-Akbar ila al-Fath al- ‘Arabr, Cairo:
Maktabat al-Anjla al-Misriyah.

‘Abd al-Fattah, ‘Abd al-Basit ‘Al1 (2014), al-Manhatat al-Jana’iziyah al-Barizah fi
Tadmur fi al-‘Asr al-Riamani bayna al-Ittijahat al-Mahalliyah wa-al-Ajnabiyah:
Dirasah Tahlilivah. Unpublished MA. Thesis, Kulliyat al-Adab, Jami‘at al-
Iskandariyah, Egypt.

‘Abd al-Ghani, Muhammad al-Sayyid (2000); “Misr Bayna Tadmur Wa-Rama". Dirasat fi
Athar al-Wagan al- ‘Arabi, Ittihad al-Athariyin al- ‘Arab, Cairo, vol 3, no. 3, Pp. 447-449,

‘Abd al-Wahhab, Lutft (2020); al-‘Arab fi al- ‘Usir al-Qadimah, Alexandria: Dar al-
Ma‘rifah al-Jami‘Tyah, 2" ed.

Ahmad, ‘Ali Sagr (2009); al-Nugqtsh al-Tadmuriyah al-Qadimah: al-Nuqtish al-Nadriyah,
vol. 1, Damascus: Manshiirat al-Ha1’ah al-‘Ammabh lil-Kitab.

al-Bahrah, Nasr al-Din (1997); “Zantibiya wa-Mashrii‘iha al-Qawmi”. al-Turath al- ‘Arabi,
no. 67, Damascus: Ittihad al-Kutab al-‘Arab, Pp. 7-30.

al-Bunni, ‘Adnan and al-As‘ad, Khalid (2003); Tadmur: Athariyan, Tarikhiyan, Siyahiyan,
Syria, 3" ed.

Colledge, Malcolm A.R. (1978); The Art of Palmyra, London: Thames and Hudson.

Dawiid, Halah Sulayman Ali (2009); Fann al-Naht fi al-Jazirah al- ‘Arabiyah mundhu ma
gabla al-Tarikh wa-hatta al-Qarn al-Thalith qabla al-Milad. unpublished Ph.D. thesis,
Kulliyat al-Funiin al-Jamilah, Jami‘at Hulwan, Cairo, Egypt.

Dirven, Lucinda (2020), “Camels, Caravans and Deities: Representations of Camels in
Palmyra and Hatra as Proof of Caravan Trade”. In: The Camel through the Ages. A
Compendium dedicated to Dr. ‘Abd al-Rahmam al-Tayyis al-Ansart, D. Alexander ed.,
Vol. 1, Riyadh, Pp. 197-212.

Gawlikowski, Michal (2021); Tadmor — Palmyra: A Caravan City between East and West,
IRSAB: Bibliotheca Artibus Et Historiae.

Heyn, M. Maura (2010); “Gesture and Identity in the Funerary Art of Palmyra”. American
Journal of Archaeology, vol. 114, no. 4, Pp. 631-661.

Krag, Signe and Raja, Rubina (2016); “Representations of Women and Children in
Palmyrene Funerary Loculus Reliefs, Loculus Stelae and Wall Paintings”. In: Zeitschrift
fir Orient-Arch&ologie, VVol. 9. Pp. 134-178. Berlin: Ernst Wasmuth Verlag Tiibingen.

al-Hamaw1, Shihab al-Din Abi ‘Abd Allah Yaqat (d. 626 A.H./ 1229 A.D.) (1977); Mu ‘jam
al-Buldan, vol 2, Beirut: Dar Sadir.

al-Janabi, Qays Hatim Hani (2008); “al-Alaqat al-Siyasiyah bayn Tadmur wa-al-Riman
hatta ‘am (273 A.D.)”. al- ‘Ulium al-Insaniyah, Jami‘at Babil, vol. 16, Pp. 194-217.

al-Janabi, Qays Hatim Hant (2014); “Silat al-‘Iraq al-Qadim al-Tijartyah ma‘ al-Khalij al-
‘Arabi hatta Zuhar al-Islam”. al- ‘Uliim al-Insaniyah, Jami‘at Babil, vol. 1, no. 20, Pp.
385-402.

Khulayif, Bashshar Muhammad (2009); “Mugarabah Fikriyah-Tarikhiyah li-Ruwhiyah
wa-Khasa’is Hadarat al-Mashriq al-‘Arabi al-Qadim: Namudaj Tadmur”. Mu assasat
Kana al-Tarikhiyah, al-Kuwait, vol 2, no. 3, Pp. 42-54.

al-Malaki, Haya and Shahhtid, Mikha’1l Khalil (2019); “Makanat al-Mar’ah fi al-Mujtama*
al-Tadmuri min khilal Tatawwur Tamathiliha fi al-Naht khilal al-‘Asr al-Ramani”.
Mayjallat Jami ‘at Tishrin lil-Buhiith wa-al-Dirasat al- ‘IImiyah, Silsilat al-Adab wa-al-
‘Ulim al-Insantyah, vol. 41, no. 2, Pp. 745-771.

-102-



2024 (1 334l (18 daal JW'I.éL}”:juﬂu !

Mahran, Muhammad Bayytmi (no date); Dirasat fi Tarikh al- ‘Arab al-Qadim, Alexandria:
Dar al-Ma‘rifah al-Jami‘tyah.

Mahmiid, ‘Azizah Sa‘id (1990); al-Nakt al-Riamani, Alexandria: Matba‘at al-Hadari.

Moscati, Sabatino (1957); Tarikh al-Hadarat al-Samiyah al-Qadimah, al-Sayyid Ya‘qub
Bakr trans., Cairo: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi.

Pliny the Elder (1906); Naturalis Historia, Lipsiae. Teubner: Karl Friedrich Theodor
Mayhoff.

Qadus, ‘Izzat Zaki Hamid (2000); Athar al- ‘Alam al- ‘Arabi fi al- ‘Asrayn al-Yinani wa-al-
Riimani (al-Qism al-Asiyawi), Alexandria: Matba‘at al-HadarT.

Raja, Rubina (2015); Harald Ingolt and Palmyra, Translated by Heidi Flegal, Denmark:
Aarhus, Pp. 1-67.

Raja, Rubina (2017); “Networking beyond Death: Priests and their family networks in
Palmyra explored through the funerary sculpture”. In: Teigen H. and Seland E. eds.,
Sinews of Empire. Networks in the Roman Near East and Beyond. Pp. 121-135. Oxford:
Oxbow Books.

Schmidt-Colinet, A.; Khaled Al-As‘ad, Waleed Al-As‘ad (2013), “Thirty Years of Syro-
German/Austrian Archaeological Research at Palmyra”. Fifty Years of Polish
Excavations in Palmyra 1959-2009. International Conference Warsaw, 6-8 December
2010, Warsaw University Press, pp. 299-318.

Seyrig, Henri (1932); “Antiquités syriennes”. Syria. Tome 13 fascicule 3, Pp. 255-276.

Simywth, Brnar (1991); al-Awraq al-Sirriyah li-Malikat Tadmur Zaniubiya, Damascus:
Dar Dimashq lil-Taba‘ah wa-al-Nashr.

Sokotowski, Lukasz (2014); “The Multilingual and Multicultural Landscape of Palmyra: The
Inscriptions and Funerary Portraits”. Portraying the Literacy of Palmyra: The Evidence of
Funerary Sculpture and its Interpretation. Institut des Cultures Méditerranéennes et
Orientales de I’ Académie Polonaise des Sciences, vol. 27, Pp. 375-403.

Stsah, Ahmad (2012), Mufassal al- ‘Arab wa-al-Yahid fi al-Tartkh: Haqa’iq Tarikhiyah
Tazaharuha al-Muktashafat al-Athariyah, al-‘Iraq: Dar al-Rashid, 6™ ed.

al-Sahhat, Muna Muhammad (2006); “Qira’ah Jadidah lil-Malabis al-Riimaniyah {1 Misr
fi al-Fatrah al-Muta’akhkhirah: Dirasah Athariyah”. Majallat al-Ittizad al- ‘Amm lil-
Athariyin al-‘Arab, vol. 7, no. 5, Pp. 75-121.

al-Salihi, Wathiq Isma‘il (1986); “Nushii’ Wa-Tatawwur Mamlakat Misan “Dirasah
Tarikhiyah wa-Athariyah”. al-Mawrid, Baghdad: Dar al-Shu’in al-Thaqafiyah al-
‘Ammah, vol 15, no, 3, Pp. 5-18.

Vermeule III, Cornelius C. (1965); “A Greek Theme and Its Survivals: The Ruler’s Shield
(Tondo Image) in Tomb and Temple”. American Philosophical Society, vol. 109, no. 6,
Pp. 361-397.

Wilson, L. M. (1939); The Clothing of the Ancient Romans”. Greece & Rome, Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins Press, London: Oxford University Press, vol. 8, no. 23, Pp. 123-124.

Wood, Robert (1993); Athar Tadmur, Ibrahim As‘ad tran., Hims: Dar al-Ma‘arif.

Zuhdi, Muhammad Bashir (1972); al-Fann al-Siri fi al-‘Asr al-Hilinisti wa-al-Rimani,
Damascus: al-Majlis al-A‘la li-Ri‘ayat al-Funin wa-al-Adab wa-al-‘Ulim al-
[jtima‘tyah.

-103-



