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April 11, 2021, declared the official day to celebrate the centenary of the founding of the Jordanian state.
The Jordan Journal of Agricultural Sciences (JJAS) joins the Kingdom's celebrations on this honorable occasion.
The JJAS editorial board decided to publish a special issue on the development of Agriculture, Food, and
Nutrition in a hundred years. This special issue on selected growing specialized fields includes a collection of
invited review articles written by eminent professional researchers from our beloved country at the invitation of
the JJAS Editorial Board. The special edition is scheduled to be published in JJAS, volume 17, issue 3 three,
September 2021.

On the centenary of the founding of Jordan, it is important to highlight some data or figures of the activities
of scientific research and innovation. This subject is central to national progress, productivity, and growth and
closely reflects the country's development in education, health, socioeconomics, and technology. According to
the World Data Atlas (2021), the scientific and technical journal articles of Jordan increased from 743 in 2004 to
2,627 in 2018, growing at an average annual rate of 9.87%. Scientific and technical journal articles refer to the
number of scientific and engineering articles published in the various influential fields of basic, applied,
technological, and innovative sciences (World Data Atlas, 2021).

Agriculture is one of the most important competitive sectors that contribute to Jordan's economy. Both the
public and private sectors of agriculture contribute significantly to job creation and export promotion. Nowadays,
agriculture in Jordan is characterized by modern production technology and the multiplicity and diversity of
products with technical specifications and high quality. Most importantly, this progress is based on the latest
technologies that consider climate change adaptation, efficient use of water and energy, waste management, and
protection of the environment and natural resources (JMoEnv., 2020).

According to the World Data Atlas (2021), in 2019, the population of Jordan was 10,101,694 persons. In
2018, Jordan’s surface area was at a level of 89,320 sq km, and Jordan’s land area was at a level of 88,780 sq.
km. Land area is a country’s total area excluding area under inland water bodies and exclusive economic zones.
Jordan’s agricultural land area fluctuated substantially in recent years, it tended to decrease from 11,000 sq km
in 1969 to 10,218 sq km in 2018. Agricultural land refers to the share of land area that is arable, under permanent
crops, and under permanent pastures. Between 1999 and 2018, the Jordan forest area remained stable at around
975 sq km.

The following agricultural indicators of Jordan’s development are selected from the World Data Atlas (2021).
For the years 2000-2019, agriculture value added per worker, which is a measure of agricultural productivity for
Jordan, grew annually at a rate of 5.02%. Between 1969 and 2018, the food production index of Jordan grew
substantially from 15.8 to 94.8 index rising at an increasing annual rate that reached a maximum of 55.74% in
1974 and then decreased to -0.57% in 2018. The food production index covers food crops that are considered
edible and contain nutrients, excluding coffee and tea. In recent years, Jordan’s expenditures spent on food
fluctuated substantially; it tended to decrease from 40.90% in 2009 to 29.59% in 2018. This is reflected in a
marked decrease in the per capita expenditure on food.
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The crop production index of Jordan increased from 19.6 indexes in 1969 to 95.6 indexes in 2018, growing
at an average annual rate of 6.77% (World Data Atlas, 2021). The crop production index shows agricultural
production for each year relative to the base period 2004-2006 and includes all crops except fodder crops. The
livestock production index of Jordan increased from 10.9 indexes in 1969 to 93.6 index in 2018, growing at an
average annual rate of 4.96%. This index includes the production of meat and milk from all sources, dairy
products, eggs, honey, raw silk, wool, hides, and skins every year relative to the base period 2004-2006.

It is expected for the forthcoming special edition of the JJAS to include several key titles. Examples of topics
include developments in nutrition and dietetics, the food industry, food security, the olive industry, agricultural
research, policies, education, economics, extension, and rural development, land and water resources, plant
physiology, genetics and taxonomy, production of crops and fruit trees, livestock and feed production, poultry
industry, and progress in plant protection and weed control.
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