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The Social Conditions in the Ma'an District, Jordan in 1962 AD
Regarding Two Reports of the Steering Committee for the Relief and
Improvement of Services in the Southern District

Ahmad Hamed Ibraheem ALQudah&
ABSTRACT

The Steering Committee for the Relief and Improvement of Services in the
Southern District (of Jordan) was formed by Wasfi al-Tal’s government on March
17, 1962 and included the undersecretaries of the Ministries of Interior, Health,
Agriculture, and Social Affairs, in addition to the commander of the Military
Brigade in Ma‘an. In order to become familiar with the problems that the residents
of this district suffered from and the aid and projects that they needed, the
committee members visited the Ma‘an District on 19/3/1962 AD, and submitted
two reports to the Prime Minister Wasfi Al-Tal: the first on 24/3/1962 AD, and
the second on 3/27/1962 AD. These two reports included information on the
social conditions in the Ma‘an District. One of the reasons for the instability of
most of the residents of the Ma‘an District was their lack of ownership of
agricultural lands and the lack of operational projects that encouraged them to
settle. This research highlights that information, especially with regard to the
tribes inhabiting the Ma‘an District, their sources of income and material
conditions, the suggestions put forward by the Steering Committee to improve
them, and the assistance provided by the government as southern aid, and by
American charities, and the Steering Committee’s opinion about them. It also
discussed a housing units project, the opinion of the Steering Committee, and the
government’s position on the committee’s reports on the project, and a statement
of the most prominent demands of the residents of Ma‘an District about
education. The formation of the Steering Committee for Relief and Improvement
of Services in the Southern District revealed the keenness of Wasfi al-Tal’s
government to study the problems on the ground and to develop appropriate
solutions for them in the interest and benefit of the citizens.

Keywords: Jordan, King Hussein of Jordan, Ma‘an District, Wasfi Al-Tal,,
Education in Jordan.
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coorll il puae ) el3el Gy e S 88/200/1/30 a8 ¢(1965/8/8) dasSa dadig
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Wathigah Hukamiyah (15/12/1962); no. 19/6/11/5 Kitab min Ra’is al-Wuzara’ ila Mudir al-
Bank al-‘Arabi.

Wathigah Hukiimiyah (29/12/1962); no. 20/1/10/71 Kitab min Wazir al-Shu’tn al-Ijtima‘tyah
ila Wazir al-Maliyah’.

Wathigah Huktimiyah (21/2/1963); no. 19/6/1/60 Kitab min Ra’is al-Wuzara’ ila Qadi Ma‘an
al-Shar‘1.

Wathigah Hukaimiyah (26/3/1963); no. 19/6/10/94 Kitab min Ra’is al-Wuzara’ ila Wazir al-
Dakhiliyah.

Wathigah Hukiimiyah (11/5/1963); no. 22/6/2/133 Kitab min al-Mudir al-‘Amm li-M@’assasat
al-Igrad al-Zira‘1 ila Ra’is al-Wuzara’.

Wathigah Hukamiyah (18/10/1964); no. 30/2/5/79 Waga’i‘ Jalsat wa-Mugarrarat Lajnat al-
Is‘af al-Markaziyah.

Wathiqgah Hukaimiyah (8/8/1965); no. 30/1/200/88 Kitab min Ra’is al-Wuzara’ ila Mudir al-
Bank al-‘Arabi.

Wikipedia; Catholic Relief Services

https://en-m-wikipedia-
org.translate.goog/wiki/Catholic Relief Services? x tr sl=en& x tr tl=ar& x tr hl=ar
& Xx_tr_pto=sc

Wikipedia; World Council of Churches

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Council_of_Churches

al-Zirikli, Khayr al-Din (2009); ‘Aman fi ‘Amman Mudakkirat ‘Amayn fi ‘Asimat Sharq al-
Urdunn 1921-1923, ‘Isa al-Hasan ed., ‘Amman: al-Ahliyah lil-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi‘.
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