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Orientalism and Christian Pilgrimage in Contemporary History
Heba Farouk Haroun'*, Salameh Saleh Al Naimat 2
ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the concept of orientalism and its relation to Christian
pilgrimage in modern times, and the views of Western Christian religious
figures, historians, researchers, and pilgrims to share their experiences with
Christians who want to make a journey to the Holy Land, monks’ caves or other
holy places around the world. The benefits of Christian pilgrimage in their view
will be spiritual more than physical by visiting the Christian pilgrim's true
places of pilgrimage. The invitation here is to teach Christians the religious
ceremonies that were done by the early pilgrims who had followed Christ's steps
and his apostles who took the Bible as their guide. According to them,
pilgrimage is not for fun or entertainment but for worship and forgiveness, an
idea that lasted for a long time until now. This study included an introduction,
a definition of orientalism, and an explanation of the western Orientalists’ point
of view of pilgrimage, by giving examples of pilgrims' stories who made their
journey whether in reality or in a dream.

Keywords: Orientalism, Western Orientalists, Pilgrimage, Religious Symbols,
Holy Places.

I *Email: heba.haroun1970@gmail.com, (Heba Farouk Haroun) Orcid number: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-
4729-3421, Department of History, School of Arts, The University of Jordan, Jordan.

Zpresident@mutah.edu.jo (Salameh Saleh Al Naimat) Orcid number: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3113-2770
Department of History, School of Arts, The University of Jordan, Jordan.

Received on 3/5/2023 and accepted for publication on 14/9/2023.

_18_


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4729-3421
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4729-3421
mailto:president@mutah.edu.jo

Al gabally jaladl)

61 Y1 el sl AussiS Ba ) LYYy allell Jpa ehiedl <ijsels ¢(2004) dases mraeal) 2 ¢ i) gl

dan s ¢ Splsi yga0 die Glal¥) s peticuel) cduilel¥)] Colaslad] 5 duadleslly Lupell colesall ¢(2011) (5355 ey
Aaaill casdll Sl 15l ¢ ple tlaas

www.jerusalempatriarchate.info :awdldys¥) ag 0 48550,

AR Aaalall 1y ¢ oanaal/ dalio £(1844) Gsa (ol

Aa il Ggitl) Gadla diad iRl cus 5 Capel ¢ oanalf ol ¢(1984) Osa ol

b e il egdl) KA i8Rl Sy Alne dan g o dudiell YT ) gl 4l £(2013) Sl ccps

talle Oless el cilull 6 Lol i) oLl ;8] a5 $(1991) alls pulas ez 1)
ce ) Al il S5

L peaal) Buagl) 18a W €15 & Cppemnll Gl Alides ¢ oDl Alilly (odsticaal/ §(1988) siun o ¢ g Al
LSl alal)

St-Takla.Org. SN adgall 2 148 #laa¥) ¢ ualiall i

Ayl Lagil) s 1 A o aasll seandl 6 Ly sl i €(1976) wns ¢ siile

Lle liS aige 3/ A ehall cdasiall ¢ o/ 4r oagf LS in i) el Gleail) 530ai (2020) ¢Ljla ¢)ila
Thae )5Sl danyi (bygille

https://sites.google.com/site/mariavaltortainarabic/mv/iv01/int?authuser=0

g e Aalall slall 3 IV A (o) a4 ael LS JiadY) calY) L) 5anal £(2020) Lle ¢l)gilla
Aanall L)Y wisa usid UL gl 241z cdadiall cmlian 538 dansi 1Y) g

- Ol b yall dxdan 1 old ¢ (Siagall o yape Gbaast gl Canyad ¢ mnsall ous L/ 4(1928) Ciisn )l iy

he aalily el 2l Gong Gl v sl i) B il QS ugeld §(1995) il e sana
R Vet | I K SV

)« gplh s o dnal A masal] sl ad pe (2021 ol 6) cdme masall ve oy ¢ iS4l
-https://www.abouna.org : s 5<Ty)

Gualal) 35Sl pendll digeng pashyall 41312 = 1311 L pane «St-Takla.org «eSigiY) dakaidl) Lol

- e

A il cluhall Laall dewegal) gy cclld/ eolly (Ghedind] ¢(2001) Gnd ¢ yguaia

Copdinl] o g ilad pa Cpiplls G ALl Al i ity (pddinal] §(1998) deall aall o o calall
Jdds gl :mbyll o(4) ddhdne) Gluhal) deguse ¢ upaidl

O Aligs A AY) dpe i) Alisbs ¢ (Lulel) lo fy) (subricall frpcsel) qseal) slac pdge iliiS) ¢(2015) dens ccans
A ) A8 )3 tokes (Y

w2 by dhisel (SLY) A gadl pasats AV LU Clhs (2000) ¢ G Guds Uag
www.vatican.va : g ;<)

_19_


http://www.jerusalempatriarchate.info/
https://sites.google.com/site/mariavaltortainarabic/mv/iv01/int?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/site/mariavaltortainarabic/mv/iv01/int?authuser=0
https://www.abouna.org/

2024 3 ssal) (18 dad /W'fﬁuﬁ;’umu |

REFERENCES

Abu al-Khayr, ‘Abd al-Masih Basit (2004); Zuhurat al-‘Adhra’ hawla al-‘Alam wa-
Dﬁzldldtuhd. [Apparitions of the Virgin Around the World and Their Indications], Cairo,
6" ed.

Arapoglou, Eleftheria (2008); “Mark Twain's "Spatial Play": Venice and the Holy Land”,
The Mark Twain Annual, Ann M. Ryan ed., vol. 6, Issue 1, Pp. 1-135.

‘Ashiir, Sa‘id (1976); History of Europe in the Middle Ages, vol. 1, Beirut: Dar al-Nahdah
al-*Arabiyah.

Baert, Barbara (2004); A Heritage of Holy Wood, The Legend of the True Cross in Text
and Image. Leiden: Brill.

Batriarkiya al-Rum al-Urushalimiyah: www.jerusalempatriarchate.info

Bale, Anthony (2017); “Cosmopolitanism or Competition? Late Medieval Pilgrims at the
Eastern Christian Holy Places”. Etudes arméniennes contemporaines, EAC 9,
Bibliothéque Nubar de 'UGAB, Pp. 17-37.

Barbour, John D. (2005); “The Ethics of Intercultural Travel: Thomas Merton's Asian
Pilgrimage and Orientalism”. Biography, Vol. 28, No.1, Pp: 15-26.

Bunyon, John (1844); Pilgrim’s Progress Beirut: al-Jami‘ah al-Amrikiyah.

Bunyon, John (1984); Pilgrim’s Progress, Fa’ad Habib trans., Cairo: Dar Nashr al-Kitab.

Bowie, Fiona (2006); The Anthropology of Religion: An Introduction, Oxford: Wiley-
Blackwell.

Capets, Rachel (2018); The Impact of Pilgrimage upon the Faith and Fatih-based practice
of Catholic educators, PhD. Thesis, College of Education, University of Notre Dame,
Australia.

Encyclopaedia Britannica (2003); “Lama: Tibetan Buddhism”. Encyclopaedia Britannica,
Lama | Tibetan Buddhism, Monasticism, Reincarnation | Britannica

Edwards, Jonathan (1995); The Works of Jonathan Edwards: Religious Affections, with a
Memoir by Sereno E. Dwight, Revised and corrected by Edward Hickman Edward, Vol.
2, section I. Edinburgh, New Haven and London: Yale University Press.

Fakhrutdinova, L.R.; Gabdrakhmanov, N. K.; Grigorieva, E.V.; Eidelman, B.M. and
Bunakov, O. A. (2017); “Religious tourism in the tourism system”, Revista San
Gregorio, No. 20, Special Edition, Pp. 96-103.

Available at: https://dialnet.unirioja.es/descarga/articulo/6236954.pdf

al-Fransiskani, William ‘Abd al-Masth Sa‘id (6 Aug. 2021); ““Id Tajali al-Sa ‘id al-Masih
luh al-Majd ‘ala Jabal Tabir”. [Feast of the Transfiguration on Mount Tabor] web site:
https://www.abouna.org

George, Christian T (2016); “The Discipline of Christian Pilgrimage”. Traveling Well,
Texas: Institute for Faith and Learning at Baylor University, Pp. 19-27.

Giovine, Michael and Choes, Jaeyeon (10-June 2019). “Geographies of Religion and
Spirituality: Pilgrimage beyond the ‘Officially’ Sacred”. Tourism Geographies. Vol. 21,
Issue 3.

Hosta, Nilay and Limon, Birsen (Journey 2010); “Changing Features of the Concept of
Pilgrimage. The example of The Mevlana's Museum in Konya Pilgrim as a term”.
Pilgrimages Today, Scripta Institute Donneriani Aboensis (DI) Finland Vol. 22, Pp.
196-210.

_20_


https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/RYAN/ANN+M.
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/5/journal/25
https://www.britannica.com/topic/lama
https://dialnet.unirioja.es/descarga/articulo/6236954.pdf
https://www.abouna.org/

Hutt, Curtis (2012); “Pilgrimage in Turbulent Contexts: One Hundred Years of Pilgrimage
to the Holy Land”. International Dialogue, A Multidisciplinary Journal of World Affairs
(JWA), vol. 2, Pp. 34-64.

al-Haj, Sas Salim (1991); Naqd al-Khitab al-Istishraqi: al-Dahirah al-\Stishraqiyah wa-
Atharuha fi al-Dirasat al-Islamiyah, [Critic of Orientalist Discourse. The Phenomenon
of Orientalism and Its Impact on Islamic Studies}. 2 vols., Malta: Markaz Dirasat al-
‘Alam al-Islami.

Halbwachs, Maurice (1971); La topographie légendaire des Evangiles en Terre Sainte;
etude de mémoire collective, Paris: Presses Universitaires de France.

John Paul Il (2000); Khitab al-Paba al-A ‘la bi-khusiis al-Hajj ila al-Amakin al-Murtabitah
bi-Tarikh al-Khalas [Speech of Pope about Pilgrimage to the Places Associated with the
History of Salvation].

Kassis, Rami (2016); Theology of Pilgrimage: Listening to the Living Stones, Bayt Sahiir:
Alternative Tourism Group - Study Center, Palestine.

al-Kharbutli, ‘Al Husni (1988); al-Mustashrigin wa-al-Tarikh al-Islami [Orientalists and
Islamic History]. Silsilat Tarikh al-Masriyin, no.15, Cairo: al-Hay’ah al-Misriyah al-
‘Amah lil-Kitab.

Kreimer, Noga Collins (2016); “The Lifecycle of Concepts: the Case of ‘Pilgrimage
Tourism’. Tourism Geographies, vol. 18(3), Pp. 1-13.

Lagrange, Marie-Joseph (1928): L'Evangile de Jésus Christ, Augustin Marmarji trans.,
Lebanon: Matba‘at al-Murasilin al-Lubnaniyin.

Lubov, Deborah Castellano (2021); “What is the Point of a Pilgrimage?”. Simply Catholic,
in: https://www.simplycatholic.com/

Majmi‘at Mu’allifin (1995); Qamiis al-Kitab al-Mugadas. [Dictionary of the Bible],
Butrus ‘Abd al-Malik; John Alexander Tamsen and Ibrahtm Matar eds., Cairo: Dar al-
Thaqafah.

al-Markaz al-Kathuliki lil-Dirasat wa-al-1‘1am (2020); https://www.abouna.org CITED IN
ARTICLE?

Manstr, Khayri (2001); al-Istishrag wa-al-Wa 't al-Salib, [Orientalism and Negative
Consciousness] Beirut: al-Mu’assasah al-‘Arbabiyah lil-Dirasat wa-al-Nashir.

Masters, Peter (2014); “The Pilgrim Concept”. The Sword and Towel, Issue 1, Metropolitan
Tabernacle, https://metropolitantabernacle.org/articles/the-pilgrim-concept/

al-Namlah, ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim al-Hamad (1998); al-Mustashrigiin wa-al-Tansir: Dirasah lil-
‘Alagah bayn Dhahiratayn ma ° Namddhj min al-Mustashrigin al-Munasirin:
[Orientalists and Christianization. A Study of the Relation Between the Two Phenomena
with Examples from Orientalist Christian Converts]. https://www.islamhouse.com.

Nolan, Mary Lee and Nolan, Sidney (1989); Christian Pilgrimage in Modern Western
Europe, North Carolina: Chapel Hill and London, The University of North Carolina
Press.

Paret, Rudi (2011); al-Dirasat al- ‘Arabiyah wa-al-Islamiyah fi al-Jami‘at al-Almaniyah,
al-Mustashrigin al-Alman mundhu Theodor Néldeke, [The Study of Arabic and Islam
at German Universities. German Orientalists Since Theodor Noldeke], Mustafa Mahir
trans., Cairo: al-Markiz al-Qawmi lil-Tarjamah.

Ritsema Van Eck, M. P. (2017); Custodians of Sacred Space: Constructing the Franciscan
Holy Land Through Texts and Sacri Monti (ca 1480-1650), Amsterdam: GVO Drukkers
& Vormgevers B.V., Ede.

_21_


https://www.researchgate.net/journal/Tourism-Geographies-1470-1340?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicG9zaXRpb24iOiJwYWdlSGVhZGVyIn19
https://www.simplycatholic.com/
https://www.abouna.org/
https://metropolitantabernacle.org/articles/the-pilgrim-concept/
https://www.islamhouse.com/

2024 3 ssal) (18 dad /W'fﬁuﬁ;’umu |

Ryan, Patrick J. (2013); To be A Pilgrim: A Geography of Faith For Jews, Christians and
Muslims, New York: Fordham University.

Safar al-Mazamir, al-Ishah 48:2 al-Mawqi‘ al-Iliktriini St-Takla.org, Turath al-Kanisah al-
Qibiiyah al-Urthudhuksiyah.

Schein, Sylvia (2005); Gateway to the Heavenly City: Crusader Jerusalem and the
Catholic West (1099-1187), in: Church, Faith, and Culture in the Medieval West,
Abingdon, Oxon; New York : Routledge, Taylor and Francis Group.

Stoddard, Robert H. (1997); “The Geography of Pilgrimage”. Defining and Classifying
Pilgrimage Geosciences and Man Journal, VVol. 34, Pp. 41-60.

Twain, Mark (2013); Innocents Abroad, ‘Abd al-Baqi Barakat trans., Cairo: al-Markaz al-
Qawmi lil-Tarjamah.

Valtorta, Maria (2020); Qasidat al-Insan al-llah, al-Injil kama Uhiyah bih ilaya, [ The Story
of the Divine Man, the Gospel as Revealed to Me] al-Muqadimah, Part 2/3, Mawqi*
Kitabat Maria Valtorta, Vicore Muslih trans.
https://sites.google.com/site/mariavaltortainarabic/mv/iv01/int?authuser=0

Valtorta, Maria (2020); Qasidat al-Insan al-llah, al-Injil kama Uhiyah bih ilaya], al-
Mugadimah, Mawqi‘ al-Paba Fransis. [The Story of the Divine Man, the Gospel as
Revealed to Me, Introduction. The Position of Pope Francis].

Wace, Henry (1911); A Dictionary of Christian Biography and Literature to the end of the
Sixth Century A.D., with an Account of the Principal Sects and Heresies, Boston: Little,
Brown and Company.

Wahib, Muhammad (2015); Iktishaf Mawqi‘ ‘Imad al-Sayyid al-Masth / al-Maghtas (Tal
Mar Ilyas), [The Discovery of the Site of the Baptism of Christ / al-Maghtas / Tal Mar
Ilyas] Silsilat al-Taw‘iah al-Athariyah wa-wi’am al-Adiyan fi al-Urdun, ‘Amman:
Wizarat al-Thagafah al-Urduniyah.

Wisniewski, tukasz (2018); “Religious Tourism in Christian Sanctuaries: The
Implications of Mixed Interests for the Communication of the Faith”, Church
Communication and Culture, vol. 3, Issue 3, Pp. 199-220.

_22_


https://sites.google.com/site/mariavaltortainarabic/mv/iv01/int?authuser=0

