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Ancient Water Installations in the Area of Yahsub, Yemen. The
Archeological Remains of the al-Raqiid Dam as an Example

Maher Abdullah Dabwan Al-Wajih'= *
ABSTRACT

This article examines one of the most important ancient dams built by the
Himyarites within the mountainous region of Yemen surrounding the Qa‘a al-
Hagq]l, currently known as Haql Kitab (formerly Qitab). In order to clarify the
mystery surrounding the Rakiid Dam, the researcher visited the construction site
in the field to document and study its architectural elements, which are truly
unique; they reflect the development of construction techniques as well as
innovative engineering methods for draining retained water, designed to mimic
the natural surface flow of seasonal rainwater. This was despite the difficulty of
access due to the rugged terrain and its location in a remote mountainous area.
The field study revealed that for a long time the dam remained unknown and
unidentified by many scholars and specialists in the field of ancient major
Yemeni arts, after it ceased to be used due to the transformation of the storage
lake into fertile agricultural land. The remaining surface traces indicate that it
was designed to redirect the surplus from the storage lake directly to the
agricultural terraces located below the dam. This is likely the first time that an
ancient dam has been revealed whose primary function was to irrigate
agricultural terraces originally built on a mountain slope overlooking Wadt Dhit
Harrim, considered one of the tributaries of Wadi Bana.

Keywords: Dams, Himyar, Al-Hamdani, Agricultural Terraces, Building
Technology.
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