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The End of the Eighteenth Dynasty and its Historical Problems in the
Light of Archaeological Sources (circa 1353 - 1319 B.C.)

Waheid M. Shoaib® =1 Ali S. Naser =1, Mohamed M. Idris =1
ABSTRACT

This study deals with the historical problems at the end of the Eighteenth
Dynasty based on archaeological sources. The most important of these historical
problems were the disappearance of Queen Nefertiti in official records, the rise
and fall of secondary queen Kiya, the parentage of King Tutankhamun and his
sudden death, and the Dakhamunzu episode mentioned in the Hittite annals. The
study also addresses the archaeological misinterpretations that led to a wrong
historical conclusion about these problems, including the elevation of princess
Meritaten or secondary wife Kiya at the expense of Nefertiti, an existing
coregency at the end of Akhenaten's reign and the death of Tutankhamun under
mysterious circumstances. It also discussed many different opinions and
hypotheses about these problems, as well as archaeological information from
Amarna, Hermopolis, and Thebes, in addition to the recent medical
examinations that contributed to uncovering many of its mysteries. Among the
most important of these recent medical examinations is the attribution of the
mummy discovered in Theban tomb 55 to King Akhenaten, and the absence of
evidence of a conspiracy in Tutankhamun’s mummy. In addition, Akhenaten is
the biological father of King Tutankhamun.

Keywords:  Nefertiti, Akhenaten, Kiya, Meritaten, Tutankhamun,
Ankhesenamun, Amarna, Dakhamunzu.
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