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The Foundation of Cirta (Modern-Day Constantine in Algeria) as the
Capital of the Numedian Kingdom (205-46 BC)

Khaldia Madhoui”
ABSTRACT

Since the mid-19th century up to the present, many researchers have tried to
determine the history of the founding of the city of Cirta (present-day
Constantine in Algeria), investigating the origin of its establishment and
naming. Opinions have been divided between those who favor a Phoenician-
Carthaginian origin and those who support a local origin. However, the French
archaeologist A. Berthier, relying on the results of his archaeological
excavations in the city between 1950 and 1960, has provided a thorough and
careful study of that material evidence, even though we disagree with him
concerning the conclusions he reached. Through this study, we aim to address
this issue, critique the evidence of these two opposing views, and attempt to
present new proposals, relying on archaeological excavation reports and the
information provided by literary texts, while trying to correlate the content of
this material with the material data.

Keywords: Cirta, Numedian Kingdom, Constantine City, Algeria.
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