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The Movement of Al-Mukhtar ibn Abi Ubayd al-Thaqafi in Kufa
(64 AH - 67 AH/ 684 - 686 AD) Between Discourse, Slogans and
Political Position

Riad Hammoudeh Haj Yasen= 2/, Amjad Mamdouh Al-Faouri?
ABSTRACT

The study examines analytically the movement of al-Mukhtar ibn Abi Ubayd
al-Thagafi in terms of its rhetoric and slogans. This movement emerged in Kufa
in opposition to Umayyad rule and was distinguished by its political positions
centered on demanding retribution for the killers of al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali and
asserting the right of his brother Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, known as
Ibn al-Hanafiyah (d. 81 AH / 700 CE), to the imamate. This movement played
political and military roles that deepened the Shi‘i revolutionary discourse
opposing the Umayyad state and, ultimately, established a new trend in Shi‘i
thought characterized by extremism, fanaticism, and revolutionary zeal.
Accordingly, the study seeks to elucidate the intellectual and cultural rhetoric
of al-Mukhtar’s movement, especially by examining the slogans it adopted and
how they were reflected in the positions it promoted.

Keywords: Al-Mukhtar, Slogans, Extremism, Opposition, Political and
Intellectual Positions.

! Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arts, Yarmouk University, Jordan.

™ Corresponding author: riad.hajyasen@yu.edu.jo

2 Department of History, School of Arts, The University of Jordan, Jordan, amjad.faouri@yahoo.com
Received on 31/7/2024 and accepted for publication on 2/12/2024.

_12_


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5992-8271
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-9440-4496

G5l anal (ol zla mly A G e o o bl ASe

Al gabally Jaladl)

aaal pll 38 Gl & JalS ¢(1979) (21233 /2630 @) dena o e mall sl Gual) e L)
cAgalal) A€l g alhll dasa dgenay (5l

celpaY) I3 gy gpd Lo 3ins (gl QIS ¢(1991) (2926 /2314 &) AN denl dana gl el

¢ SLE deas dgena 33 gz clajlaly G o 5ygan (1962) (870 /2256 @) S o sl IS o
g yall la 4K 15al)

Golaall Gua b LlaY) (@ .o (41448 (2852 @) dae on e o deal Jmdll s o Dlaall as o)
Aalall CESH )ty agae dena oy 3sasall die deal Jile idas

el bl dena GnS cdadly elsalls QLI 3 Jeadl) (1985) (p1064 /2456 <) sasl o e cass o
Al Ol g e sl aey

OIS dages (333 Bl (3 A8 50yl ¢(1968) (2854 /2240 =) dads o bld 0 Ads gy 5ol (ol )
s ol ALEyY g dabacdly AN 5)))g 1 3

s Chusy a3 26 il diall £(1999) (2939 /2832 &) (dal) dana (p deal sae s 4y ne o)
sy ailly delidall V1 ol V1 )y ASyd reg

ey casm dene dilal 253 clglly L) ¢(@13) (p1372 (2774 &) sae cp dieland eladll o ¢ 5 ol
cOlady) 45K 15y guaiall (liga Glgan) danag (goliiall

Cead Gpen dena (33 Sl DA e ¢(1998) (21372 /4774 @) see o dieland eladl) o ¢ 5
cAalal) (oYl tcgyu ol

tCgm Sl 1oty eOg )l bl de 3aaan sl 8yl ¢(1991) (o833 /2218 ) llall ae alia ol
Al dega

24 Jn 2684 a4 64 liaey 15 et AsSH G G ane o baal) A5 ¢(1983) s xia ¢ padl) g
oY) A daalall (V) AU (Bsdie e ieals Al . p 686~ 267 (lias)

Gl dilie agie daalill A8 Glug @A) o B ¢(1988) (21037 /2429 <) salla op Jalll ae gl
pveailly wgilly il a ol ASa 5a ) ccadidll pldie dana s dul gl LS sy Bl

g Al 238 aiin ihalY) Gl (e Jad QS 4(1996) (o892 /2279 <) la 0 ama 0 2aa (DU
b casilly saally delall Sl la cladyally Gugadl da€e il 1oy ¢ IS5 Gabys LK)

P s peaid) has QA dpdlen iy cGolilly ead) QIS ¢(1997) (4934 /2322 &) dews 0 2enl (AL
Ggalal) i<l

caallall la tcg yu cdugadll LAl 55080 ¢(1986) el e (550l

Jlea daabie ¢ uale aniall ae gaaad (Jishall 5La¥1 ¢(1959) (2895 /2282 ) asla (s aeal davia o ¢(gysul)
s esfll ALY g A8 3l 1 eae (JAN ()

_13_



2025 1 ssal) (19 dad JW'I.éL_}”:juf’ﬁL_/f‘I

Jlasl) A&l adialgrs o3il) Slel s ¢(2001) (a1347 /2748 @) glaie Cn daal (3 2ane Gaall (aads ()
Al Fisa t ean cgoranll o pae e (o aal) Gine Gl (Jlal S b eV e o

ade sleg adava dailly QW ¢(2011) (a1153 /2548 @) senl JS (Al 0wl die 0 dena ¢Sl sel)
Ayl Fassga 1ig 5 e mllia (s

Dl gy ikl dadl) v (gaen Gaind al aaeall §(1983) (971 /2360 <) seni o lades ¢ bl
el S el

catly) Jeadll sl dene 3aa colally Janll 5y €(1963) (2922 /2310 &) i o 2eme s il ¢(gyubal)
LCaylaadl o raalall

sl Sl daY) s glee cdlidl Al lS)all 5lis ¢(1999) (558 sae «(3g)ld

BN B39 (e pey cAaga¥) Algall & Glally BIY) 8 Ll s dacLaal) lisSall ¢(2023) sl ¢(5)5e i
il jae Jhaigles

ade (slos L) e alis cga) Alsal dlgs N DY) el (e ual) Alsall eyl ¢(1968) Lusile rislels
anilly Callall Liad BalE uise (s Axabe o) 5 (S0lgl) 2o 2ens

e st el Glua) Gaad (gl @b ¢(1973) (21363 /4764 <) Sl SUs G desa o KU

desa e (3aaS ¢ agall (alaag Clll mgye ¢(1986) (957 (2346 @) e (n Gaeall Gr e (2920l
da cdialal)l oSGy gy cdanad

adlall ool Al oy ddia caagll ety ] Colas ¢(1987) (21030 /2421 &) dena o 2aal o sl cdag€ine
g delall Gag p 1 10 ¢ ol

@SV e 0 dena (383 cupal) i dia £(1989) (o 947 (4336 &) usien Cn daal Gy panll (Flaagl)
bl L8lEN Gesall st ol ey

tpaniall ASkaal) ¢ puign Oaple (Ba (a5l (SHlaall QIS ¢(1966) (823 /2207 @) sae (n s (sl
. 2y52uS] daals dailae

i s lge ua¥) de Gt ¢ aghal o)l ¢(1993) (o893 [2280) ian o s (o O deal ¢ oigiad

clegalaall o) duaga s

_14_



G5l anal (ol zla mly A G e o o bl ASe

REFERENCES

Abii al-Sha‘ar, Hind Ghassan (1983); The Movement of al-Mukhtar ibn Abt ‘Ubayd al-Thaqgafi
in Kufa: From 15 Ramadan 64 A.H.- 684 A.D. until 24 Ramadan 67 A.H.- 686 A.D.,
unpublished M.A. thesis, Faculty of Arts, University of Jordan.

al-Baghdadi, ‘Abd al-Qabhir ibn Tahir (d. 429 A.H./ 1037 A.D.) (1988); al-Farq bayn al-Firaq
wa-Bayan al-Firqah al-Najiyah minhum: ‘Aqa’id al-Firaq al-Islamiyah wa-Ara’ Kibar
A ‘lamiha, Muhammad ‘Uthman al-Khusht ed., Cairo: Maktabat ibn Sina lil-Nashr wa-al-
Tawzi‘ wa-al-Tasdir.

al-Baladhuri, Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Jabir (d. 279 A.H./ 892 A.D.) (1996); Kitab Jumal min
Ansab al-Ashraf, Suhayl Zakkar and Riyad Zirikl1 eds., Beirut: Ishraf Maktabat al-Buhtth
wa-al-Dirasat. Dar al-Fikr lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi‘.

al-Balkhi, Ahmad ibn Sahl (d. 322 A.H./ 934 A.D.) (1997); Kitab al-Bid’ wa-al-Tarikh, wad'
hawashih Khalil ‘Umran al-Mansiir, Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah.

al-Dinawari, Abt Hanifah Ahmad ibn Dawad (d. 282 A.H./ 895 A.D.) (1959); al- Akhbar al-
Tiwwal, ‘Abd al-Mun‘im ‘Amir ed., Jamal al-Din al-Shayyal review, Cairo: Wizarat al-
Thaqafah wa-al-Irshad al-Qawmi.

al-Durd, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (1986); The Historical Roots of Populism, Beirut: Dar al-Tali‘ah.

al-Dahabi, Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman (d. 748 A.H./ 1347 A.D.)
(2001); Diyar A‘lam al-Nubala’ wa-bi-Hamishihi ahkam al-Rijal min Mizan al-I ‘tidal fi
Naqd al-Rijal, Muhibb al-Din Abi Sa‘id ‘Umar ibn al- ‘Amurui ed., Cairo: Mu’assasat al-
Risalah.

al-Fa‘tri, Amjad (2023); Non-Arab Social Formations in Administration and the Army in the
Umayyad State, supported by the Ministry of Culture, Amman: Dar ‘Usiir lil-Nisr.

al-Hamadhani, al-Hasan ibn Ahmad ibn Ya‘qub (d.336 A.H./ 947 A.D.) (1989); Sifat Jazirat
al- ‘Arab, Muhammad ibn ‘Al al-Akwa‘ ed., Beirut: Dar al-Shu’in al-Thaqafiyah al-
‘Amah.

Ibn al-Athir, ‘Izz al-Din Abt al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Muhammad (d. 630 A.H./ 1233 A.D.) (1979);
al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, Tahir Ahmad al-Zawi and Mahmid Muhammad al-Tanahi, eds.,
Beirut: al-Maktabah al-‘Tlmtyah.

Ibn ‘Abd Rabbuh, Abtu ‘Umar Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Andalust (d. 328 A.H./ 939 A.D.)
(1999); al- ‘Iqd al-Farid, 6 vols., Yusuf Habbir ed., Beirut: Dar al-Arqam ibn Abi al-Argam
lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashir wa-al-Tawzi‘.

Ibn A‘tham, Abii Muhammad Ahmad al-Kifi (d. 314 A.H./ 926 A.D.) (1991); Kitab al-Futih,
‘Alf Shiri ed., Beirut: Dar al-Adwa’.

Ibn Bakkar, al-Zubayr ibn Bakr (d. 256 A.H./ 870 A.D.) (1962); Jamharat Nasab Quraysh wa-
Akhbarah, Vol.1, Mahmud Muhammad Shakir ed., Cairo: Maktabat Dar al-‘Urabah.

Ibn Hisham, ‘Abd al-Malik (d. 218 A.H./ 833 A.D.) (1991); al-Sirah al-Nabawiyah, ‘Abd al-
Salam Haran ed., Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risalah.

Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Abt al-Fadl Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad (d. 852 A.H./ 1448 A.D.)
(N.D.); al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah, ‘Adil Ahmad ‘Abd al-Mawjiud and ‘Al
Muhammad al-Tanahi eds., Beirut: al-Maktabah al-‘IImiyah.

Ibn Hazm, ‘Ali ibn Ahmad (d. 456 A.H./ 1064 A.D.) (1985); al-Fas! fi al-Milal wa-al-Ahwa’
wa-al-Nihal, Muhammad Ibrahim Nasr and ‘Abd al-Rahman eds., Beirut: Dar al-Jil.

Ibn Kathir, Aba al-Fida’ Isma‘il ibn ‘Umar (d. 774 A.H./ 1372 A.D.) (N.D.); al-Bidayah wa-
al-Nihayah, Muhammad Bayyumi; ‘Abd Allah al-Munshawi and Muhammad Radwan
Muhannai, eds., al-Mansiirah: Maktabat al-Iman.

_15_



2025 1 ssal) (19 dad JW':.éL.}”.'juﬂu i

Ibn Kathir, Abii al-Fida’ Isma‘il ibn ‘Umar (d. 774 A.H./ 1372 A.D.) (1998); Tafsir al-Qur’an
al-Karim, Muhammad Husayn Shams al-Din ed., Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah.

Ibn Khayyat, Abt ‘Amru Khalifah ibn Khayyat ibn Khalifah (d. 240 A.H./ 854 A.D.) (1968);
Tartkh Khalifah ibn Khayyat, Suhayl Zakkar ed., Damascus: Wizarat al-Thaqafah wa-al-
Siyahah wa-al-Irshad al-Qawmi.

al-Kutubi, Muhammad ibn Shakir al-Kutubi (d. 764 A.H./ 1363 A.H.) (1973); Fawat al-
Wafayat, Ihsan ‘Abbas ed., Beirut: Dar al-Thaqgafah.

al-Mas‘adi, ‘Al ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali (d. 346 A.H./ 957 A.D.) (1986); Muriij al-Dahab wa-
Ma ‘adin al-Jawhar, Mufid Muhammad Qumbhiyah ed., Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah.

Miskawayh, Abi ‘Ali Ahmad ibn Muhammad (d. 421 A.H./ 1030 A.D.) (1987); Tajarub al-
Umam wa-Ta ‘aqub al-Himam, Abu al-Qasim Imami ed., Tahran: Dar Surtish lil-Tiba‘ah
wa-al-Nashr.

al-Shahrastani, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Karim ibn Abi Bakr Ahmad (d. 548 A.H./ 1153 A.D.)
(2011); al-Milal wa-al-Nihal, Kasri Salih ‘Alf, ed., Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risalah.

al-Tabari, Aba Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir (d. 310 A.H./ 922 A.D.) (1963); Tarikh al-Rusul
wa-al-Muluk, Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim ed., Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif.

al-Tabarani, Sulayman ibn Ahmad (d. 360 A.H./ 971 A.D.) (1983); al-Mu jam al-Kabir, Hamdi
‘Abd al-Majid al-Salafi ed., Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi.

al-Waqidi, Muhammad ibn ‘Umar (d. 207 A.H./ 823 A.D.) (1966); Kitab al-Maghazi lil-
Wagqidi, Marsden Jones ed., Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Wellhausen, Julius (1968); History of the Arab State from the Rise of Islam to the End of the
Umayyad State, translated from the German and annotated by Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hadi
Abii Rida, reviewed by Hussein Mu’nis, Cairo: Committee for Authorship and Translation.

al-Ya‘qubi, Ahmad ibn Abi Ya‘qub ibn Ja‘far (d. 280 A.H./ 893 A.D.) (1993); Tarikh al-

Ya‘qiibi, ‘Abd al-Amir Muhanna ed., Beirut: Manshtirat Mu’assasat al-A ‘lam1 lil-Matbii“at.

_16_



