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The Great Cultural Transformation in the Life of the 3rd Millennium
BC Societies in the Omani Peninsula: The North Al Batinah Plain as a
Case Study

Khaled Ahmed Douglas!®’, Nasser Said Al-Jahwari? (=29
ABSTRACT

Recent archaeological discoveries in the Northern al-Batinah Governorate of
Oman indicate that the region played a vital and important role during the Early
Bronze Age (3200-2000 BC), represented by the presence of very large
numbers of Hafit tombs (3200-2700 BC) that spread over a wide area of
Northern al-Batinah Governorate. These tombs are followed by permanent
settlements dating back to the Umm an-Nar culture (2700-2000 BC), in which
archaeological excavations revealed the existence of an advanced culture whose
economy depended on agriculture, copper mining and international trade,
especially with the Harrapan civilization in the Indus Valley.

Keywords: al-Batinah Plain, Early Bronze Age, Hafit Culture, Umm an-Nar
Culture, Settlement.
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