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Craft Guilds in Ottoman Cairo: An Analysis of the Manuscript "al-
Dakhda’ir wa-al-tuhaf fi Bir al-sana’i  wa-al-hiraf"'

Momen Ghanem* & =
ABSTRACT

This study examines the general concepts and theoretical frameworks of craft
guilds in Ottoman Cairo through an analysis of the manuscript al-Dakha 'ir wa-
al-tuhaf fi bir al-sana’i* wa-al-hiraf. The manuscript, dating back to the late
16th or early 17th century at the latest, represents the sole surviving historical
text from Egypt that directly addresses the craft guilds. Given its significance
and the lack of sufficient scholarly investigation, this study aims to explore and
highlight its contributions. The research is divided into three parts. The first
provides a brief introduction to the craft guilds of Ottoman Egypt, along with
an overview of historical sources and modern studies on the topic. The second
and central part presents an in-depth reading of the manuscript, which forms the
core of the research. The third and final part discusses the findings on Cairo's
craft guilds, primarily derived from the manuscript. These findings underscore
the guilds' connection to contemporary Sufi traditions and their cautious stance
toward Ottoman influences. The results of the study show that the relationship
between Sufi orders and craft guilds contributed to the continuation of Mamluk
craft traditions during Ottoman rule, and also provides a new contribution to the
study of the history of craft guilds by offering an in-depth analysis of a rare
manuscript that has not received sufficient study.
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