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The Role of the German Orientalist School in Establishing the German-
Ottoman Alliance. 1910-1914

Amjad Ahmed Alzoubi * =
ABSTRACT

The German Orientalist School accompanied the emergence and development
of the German state, leading to the emergence at the beginning of the 20th
century of what became known as the study of contemporary Eastern societies
with the aim of penetration, control, and colonization. This study addresses this
dimension by explaining the role of German Orientalism in building the
German-Ottoman alliance within its temporal and spatial boundaries, relying on
a historical and critical approach by returning to primary sources and references.
The study addresses the topic by discussing the efforts of Orientalists and
Orientalist institutions, explaining their discourse, and linking it to the
development of events within the Ottoman Empire. It also addresses the idea of
the Islamic caliphate in the German Orientalist project, which began in the
Hamidian period through the Islamic League project, and how it shifted to the
adoption of the secular state project during the period of the Committee of
Union and Progress, only to return during the period of study to the idea of the
sultan “caliph” capable of revolutionizing Muslims in the French and British
colonies, through a memorandum presented by the German Orientalist Max
Oppenheim to the German emperor and government, so that the German-
Ottoman alliance and the declaration of jihad would be the fruit of this
Orientalist effort. The study concluded that German Orientalism was fully
engaged in the German expansionist and imperialist project during this period.

Keywords: Orientalism, Alliance, Committee of Union and Progress, Holy
Jihad, World War 1.

* Department of Basic Human Sciences, Faculty of Arts and Educational Sciences, Philadelphia University,
Jordan.
= Corresponding author: aalzoubi@philadelphia.edu.jo

Received on 30/10/2024 and accepted for publication on 3/2/2025.

_75_


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0721-0305

) anl e baiall= LYY Callaall aands & 2Ly 258500y el e

Al gabally Jabadl)

Y 5l —8yu ) A5Sa 1 olee ¢ Cpdinal 2lef deguge $(2011) Can)ll de (s

Sl QA Bl de aulll Al Ales A duaall Lamill (e L) Cisall” ¢(2017) ihaas (s
257246 11 g 5 ga Lyl luholl LS dae

el lall 1y ¢ Ladi Dy Lkl D 2oy oS o) die Janlly Sil) Zulia ¢(2010) uals ¢ aSsl)
1k

Sl lgll s tcigpm e i) wiS daai 19391798 dagill _yae 5 ol S (1977) ) ¢« Shss
Ak a5l

Al pall Al e al) b algigl G5t Sle Gpdiial) o7 ¢(2018) i ¢ oaililly silaan (golas)
440-415 48 ¢ ¢dealat duadluy/ LIS dne “1918-1915

e aaldll Al By e pall die casill el madle i) LaSEs danyall Cliaanll” ¢(1986) slae iy,
e 1 ¢l asdll Sl ek 4Sill gpaill 1 6 (135-103 €AY Lalladl oal) gVl s
el sasll by

Sl Gl sy caillay b duhs duildal) Asal) & ALY Jalially 3hannyP ¢(2019) asal ¢ o3l
=357 2 Gake <1 ¢ 46 o o Lain Y/ Luiluail) aplel) sy dlaa . e aall) Al 0 5aY) )l b
369

Ade Gl dgy ha taalal ¢ lal) sesa dang ¢ Ghudindl Lo aulio 2 ghiiny] €(2006) 2553 cnu

s gy Sl Al gy ¢ gudelly de pulil Guuaisdll 6 2DaYly Lilad] €(2007) gl ve ¢ s

Slanty Dl u€h ¥ QS 3 Q) ae A Aias (Dol i Y1 ¢(1979) e (Ll
el Banya 1g ym (288281 36 —35 & 5 e « 19461869 Lagil

Al W) chbee dusly) dibaal o) Aledl gee Gy oawli ¢(1915) plhle (ludl
. https://alsaidia.com/node/473

93-70 32 g ¢ o e Aang el S dae A G Gl ¢(1983) Lol cclldl ae

Ak gelaia A 1ol ¢ S el e ¢(2014) Gl alaal)

el lahylly Gigadl agaa 158l 19721900 dusiall Ulsall ¢(1961) 5 dans ¢)ld

3aa) dansi < 1990-1945 jualad] il s lal¥) Al Gage s pa Slal¥] apli €(1994) culd oinlla
e cayglly Haall Laad¥) 1 Bdes ¢ s

s e el il Dy s Ly psf 5 Deadles¥ly dusel) Sluiall 2 Giinl] dSa Al €(2014) Glasy s
S 3y 8] AiSa tles callall ohal e

5D e o dlae el 8 aliclSig 1906 diws elyiadll 3y5al) 3547 €(2016) 3la cdalag dgana ¢(53<0)
20-1 47 & <13 g ¢ duilwil) clasfpll

A ¢ elid) yudo densi (1914-1768 (opS Luallly 480 Allall 148,80 @ila)¥1 ¢(2018) @@ iyl
A cayslly saall 36l

_76_


https://alsaidia.com/node/473

P 7 G L2 [

(12026 1 2221 20 ALAJ\

ol SSAl 8l (22 el (lgda) Ransi cdayshbnell peas & SWY Ghaay) ¢(2020) s cilisle
el

Wy 1912-1884 ddsall paigall Jb 5 ol cppiall Jin (Slasivnl] udlii) 4(2019) Gl c2ane
Ay aanl dadla ALY aslally due Lin¥ls Ll aslall LIS ALY aslall aud chypdia s jials
BN

kel sy Aaall Aal ¢(1977) Gladkes ¢ puasall

QUS 35 (1916-1890) AsY) s umlly g selly duiladel) :oMsf 1€ ua¥D 4(2016) 29 ¢ sl
o) 3l tdagall (455 — 505 ¢] g cdupe ljlie — IV Luallal) (onll e ale Bl 1 paige cilad
clalad) Ay EilaU

_77_



) anl e baiall= LYY Callaall aands & 2Ly 258500y el e

REFERENCES

Agsakal, M. (2011); “Holy War Made in Germany’? Ottoman Origins of the 1914 Jihad”. Sage
Journals, vol. 18, no. 2, Pp. 184-199.

Avet, R. (2019); “Martin, Hartmann (1851-1918): A German Orientalist and His Discourse on
the Young Turks”. Mukaddime, Mardin Artuklu Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii
Adna Sahibi, vol.10, part 2, Pp. 470-485.

‘Abd al-Malik, Anwar (1983); “Orientalism in Crisis”. Arab Thought Magazine, Hassan
Qubaisi trans., No. 32, Pp. 70-93, Beirut: Arab Development Institute.

al-‘Aqqad, ‘Abbas (2014); ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibt, London: Hindaw1 Foundation.

Badawi, ‘Abd al-Rahman (2011); Encyclopedia of Orientalist Figures, Amman: Family
Library - Ministry of Culture.

Batrawi, Mustafa (2017); “The German Position on the Moroccan Issue at the End of the
Nineteenth and Beginning of the Twentieth Centuries”. al-Hikmah Journal of Historical
Studies, Vol. 5, Issue 11, Pp. 246-257.

Becker, C. H (1909); Christianity and Islam, H.J. Chaytor trans., New York: Harper Brothers.

Becker, J. E. (2005); Die Grindung des Deutschen Kolonialinstituts in Hamburg,
Wissenschaftliche Hausarbeit zur Erlangung des akademischen Grades eines Magister
Artium der Universitdt Hamburg, Hamburg.

Berman, N. (2011); German Literature on the Middle East: Discourses and Practices, 1000-
1989, Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

Bird, F.L. (1919); “Solving the Persian Problem”. Asia: Journal of the American Asiatic
Association, no. 19, Pp. 45-50.

al-Dabahawi, Mustafa and al-Ghanimi, Furqan (2018); “The Role of the Orientalist Max von
Oppenheim in German Propaganda for the Holy War 1915-1918”. Islamic University
College Journal, no. 48, Pp. 415-440.

Faris, Muhammad Khayr (1961); The Moroccan Question 1900-1912, Cairo: Institute of Arab
Research and Studies.

Fischer, F. (1971); Griff nach der Weltmacht: die Kriegszielpolitik des kaiserlichen
Deutschland 1914- 1918, Dusseldorf: Droste Verlag.

Fock, Johann (2014); History of the Orientalist Movement: Arab and Islamic Studies in Europe
until the Beginning of the Twentieth Century, ‘Umar Lutfi al-‘Alim trans., Amman:
Maktabat al-Usrah-Wizarat al-Thagafah.

Gummer, Chase (2010); The Politics of Sympathy: German Turcophilism and the Ottoman
Empire in the Age of the Mass Media 1871-1914, Ph.D. Dissertation, Georgetown
University.

Gutsche, W. (1977); Herrschaftsmethoden des deutschen Imperialismus 1897/8 bis 1917:
Dokumente zur innen- und aussenpolitischen Strategie und Taktik der herrschenden
Klassen des Deutschen Reiches, Berlin: Akademie-Verlag.

Hagen, Gottfried (2004); “German Heralds of Holy War: Orientalists and Applied Oriental
Studies”. Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. Duke University
Press, Vol. 24, Number 2, 2004.145-162.

Herman, J. (2014); Carl Heinrich Becker and the Making of the Modern Orient. Thesis in
Master of Arts (MA), Department of History, Georgia State University.

al-Hakim, Nasir (2010); The Dialectic of Thought and Action in Prince Shakib Arslan: A
Critical Historical and Intellectual Study, Beirut: al-Dar al-Tagaddumiyah.

Hourani, Albert (1977); Arab Thought in the Renaissance Era 1798-1939, Karim al-Zaghoul
trans., Beirut: Dar al-Nahar for Publishing and Distribution, 4% ed.

_78_



2026 1 23 20 aladl Jm':.ﬂ L_;”:jumu /

Irwin, R. (2006); Dangerous Knowledge: Orientalism and Its Discontents, New York:
Overlook Press.

Jackh, E (1916); Der aufsteigende Halbmond: auf dem Wege zum deutsch-tlrkischen Blindnis.,
erganzte Auflage, Stuttgart u. Berlin: Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt, 6™ ed.

Kayali, H. (1997); Arabs and Young Turks: Ottomanism, Arabism, and Islamism in the
Ottoman Empire, 1908-1918, California: University of California Press.

al-Karwi, Mahmud and Hamid, Sadiq (2016); “The Algeciras Conference of 1906 and its
Repercussions in Morocco”. Surra Man Ra’a Scientific Refereed Journal, vol. 13, no. 47,
Pp. 1-20.

Kedar, A. (2013); “National Socialism Before Nazism: From Friedrich Naumann to the 'ldeas
of 1914”. History of Political Thought, vol. 34, no. 2, Pp. 324-349.

Krug, S. (2020); Die Nachrichtenstelle fur den Orient: im Kontext globaler Verflechtungen
(1914-1921: Strukturen — Akteure — Diskurse, Bielefeld: Transcript Verlag.

Lawrence, H. (2018); Eastern Crises: The Eastern Question and The Great Game 1768-1914,
Bashir al-Saba‘T trans., Cairo: Afaq li-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi‘.

Marchand, S. (2009); German Orientalism in the Age of Empire: Religion, Race, and
Scholarship, New York: Cambridge University Press.

Marchand, S. (2018); German Orientalism in the Age of Empire: Religion, Race, and
Scholarship, Ridwan al-Sayid trans., 2 vols., Cairo: al-Markaz al-‘Arabi li-al-Tarjamah.
Marianne, K. (1984); The Great Powers and the End of the Ottoman Empire, London: Anon

Heyman.

al-Mawla, Sa‘td (2016); “Prince Shakib Arslan: Ottomanism, Arabism, and the First World
War (1890-1916)”. In Proceedings of the Conference: One Hundred Years after the First
World War — Arab Approaches, vol. 1, Pp. 455-505, Doha: Arab Center for Research and
Policy Studies.

Muhammad, Ghazi (2019); Colonial Competition over Morocco in Light of International
Conferences (1884-1912), Unpublished MA. Thesis, Department of Humanities, Faculty of
Humanities, Social Sciences and Islamic Sciences, Ahmed DRAIA University, Adrar,
Algeria.

al-Musa, Sulayman (1977); The Arab Movement, Beirut: Dar al-Nahar.

Oppenheim, M. (1914); “Oppenheims Denkschrift betreffend die Revolutionierung der
islamischen Gebiete unserer Feinde”. Berlin, Denkschrift Oppenheim, Politisches Archiv
des Auswartigen Amts der Weltkreig, Amtes-Bonn., Nr 11, R20937, vol. 2.

Ozcalk, S. (2020); Promoting an Alliance, Furthering Nationalism: Ernst Jackh and Ahmed
Emin in the Time of the First World War (Studies on Modern Orient, 30), Berlin: Klaus
Schwarz Verlag (PDF).

Ra’tuf, ‘Imad (1986); “Arab Associations and Their Nationalist Thought: Features of Arab
National Consciousness from the Beginning of the Nineteenth Century until the Outbreak
of World War I””. in: The Intellectual Symposium on the Development of Arab Nationalist
Thought, Pp. 103-135, Beirut: Center for Arab Unity Studies.

Robbe, M. (1988); Welt des Islam: Geschichte und Alltag einer Religion, KéIn: Rugenstein.

Ruppenthal, J. (2007); Kolonialismus als "Wissenschaft und Technik™: Das Hamburgische
Kolonialinstitut 1908 bis 1919, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag.

Said, Edward W. (2006); Orientalism: Western Conceptions of the Orient, Muhammad al-
‘Anani trans., Cairo: Dar Ri’yah lil-Nashr.

Sanni, ‘Abd al-Ra’af (2007); Germany and Islam in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries,
Beirut: al-Furat Publishing and Distribution.

Schiefel, W. (1974); Bernhard Dernburg 1865-1937: Kolonialpolitiker und Bankier im
wilhelminischen Deutschland, Zirich: Atlantis-Verlag.

_79_


https://www.google.com.sa/search?hl=ar&tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Edward+W+Said%22

) anl e baiall= LYY Callaall aands & 2Ly 258500y el e

Schraepler, E. (ed.) (1996); Quellen zur Geschichte der sozialen Frage in Deutschland: 1871
bis zur Gegenwart, Géttingen and Zurich: Hansen-Schmidt, Hans-Verlag, 3™ ed.

Schwanitz, W. (2004); German Middle Eastern Policy 1871-1945, Pp. 1-23, https:/
www.academia.edu/38463837/German_Middle_Eastern_Policy_pdf

Shia, Muhammad (1979); “Prince Shakib Arslan and the Problem of Relations with the West”.
In: Prince Shakib Arslan and the Challenges of the Renaissance 1869-1946, vol. 5, no. 35-
36, Pp. 281-288, Beirut: al-Anba’ Newspaper.

al-Shaybani, Sultan (1915); Qasim ibn Sa‘td al-Shamakhi, Pioneer of Ibadi Journalism,
Muscat: al-Sa‘diyah Library.

Snouck, H. (1915); The Holy War Made in Germany, Joseph E. Gillet trans., New York and
London: Putnam’s Sons.

Theilhaber, A. (2020); Friedrich Rosen: Orientalist Scholarship and International Politics,
Berlin/Boston: Walter de Gruyter.

Trumpener, U. (1966); “Liman von Sanders and the German-Ottoman Alliance”. Journal of
Contemporary History, vol. 1, Issue 4, Pp. 179-192.

Valentin, Veit (1994); Eine Geschichte der Deutschen mit einem kurzen Uberblick tiber die
deutsche Geschichte bis zur Gegenwart 1945-1990, Ahmad Haydar trans., Damascus: al-
Abjadiyah li-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi*.

Von Arna, S. (2024); Kolonialabteilung, Reichskolonialamt und Reichskolonialministerium
1890-1920. https://www.traditionsverband.de/magazin/rka.html

al-Zu‘bi, Amjad (2019); “German Orientalism and Infiltration in the Ottoman Empire: A Study
of Functions and Roles of the German Orientalism in the Last Quarter of the Nineteenth

Century”. Dirasat: Human and Social Sciences, vol. 46, no. 1, Supplement 2, Pp. 357-369.

_80_


https://www.traditionsverband.de/magazin/rka.html
https://dsr.ju.edu.jo/djournals/index.php/Hum/index

